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1,410 Wings to Fly Scholars Attain University Qualifying Grades Representing a University Transition
Rate of 86%, the Highest in 5 Years.

e 1,640 scholars out of a registered class of 1,680 sat for the 2020 KCSE exams representing a 98%
completion rate.

e 1,410 Wings to Fly scholars attain university qualifying grades representing a university transition rate of
86%, the highest in 5 years.

e This year’s Wings to Fly finalists bring the total number of scholars examined so far to 13,568 with 10,991
attaining a mean grade of C+ and above. Thus far, 83% Wings to Fly scholars have attained university level
grades.

Nairobi, 05" July 2021... Beneficiaries of the 2017 Wings to Fly scholarships who sat for the 2020 KCSE
exams have out-performed themselves registering an improvement in performance from the 2019 KCSE class.
In the recently released results, 203 Wings to Fly scholars managed to score a mean grade of A plain (A) and
A minus (A-), forming part of the 7,313 finalists who topped in the national exams.

Of the 203, 18 scored a mean grade of A plain (A) and 185 scored A-, while 1,410 out of a registered class of
1,640 attained university qualifying grades; representing a university transition rate of 86%. The highest
transition rate for the program over the last 5 years.

Additionally, despite the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, 1,640 scholars managed to sit
for their KCSE exams out of a class of the 1,680 scholars who joined in 2017 representing a 98% completion
rate.

Commenting on the performance, Dr. James Mwangi, Executive Chairman Equity Group Foundation said,
“Despite being in a COVID-19 year, the 2017 Wings to Fly cohort registered a very high completion rate and
transition rate as 1,410 will proceed to join both local and global universities. Together with our partners, we
are proud of their achievements and wish them all the best even as they enter a new phase of their lives.”

In 2020, Equity Group Foundation (EGF) partnered with Mastercard Foundation to provide over 14,600 Wings
to Fly, Elimu and TVET scholarship beneficiaries with a monthly stipend of Ksh 3,000, a transistor radio-cum-
solar lamp and psychosocial support as part of efforts to cushion the scholars from the adverse effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We made the deliberate effort to support these young scholars during the unprecedented times and our efforts
have paid off. This year’s transition rate is the highest that we have had over the past 5 years indicating that
the program is continuously improving and changing the lives of communities one scholar at a time. Top
performing students from this cohort have been invited to join the Equity Leaders Program (ELP) College
Counselling Program where they will receive coaching on how to apply and secure admission with scholarship
to leading global institutions.

This year’s Wings to Fly finalists bring the total number of scholars examined so far to 13,568 with 10,991
attaining a mean grade of C+ and above. Overall, 83% of Wings to Fly scholars have attained university level
grades since inception of the program in 2010 compared to the national transition rate of 20.6%.

“Working closely with stakeholders such as the Ministry of Education, teachers, Equity branch champions and
the community through the Community Scholarship Selection Boards (CSSBs) has allowed us to offer all-
rounded support to our scholars. Every end of term, the Wings to Fly scholars visit their local Equity branch for
a performance review discussion. We not only discuss performance but also focus on mentoring them, offering
mental wellness and psychosocial support and encouraging them to explore their talents, give back to the
community and take up leadership positions within their schools. This ensures that we are training all-rounded
leaders for tomorrow” added Dr. Mwangi.

During the April school break, the Wings to Fly scholars participated in the ongoing tree planting exercises
coordinated by Equity through its 190 branches as part of community give-back initiatives and in support of
Equity Group’s 35 million trees, tree-planting initiative.
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About the Wings to Fly Scholarship Program

The Wings to Fly Scholarship program, a signature program in EGF’s Education and Leadership Development pillar,
provides comprehensive secondary school scholarships to academically promising, yet financially disadvantaged youth.
Since 2010, 17,304 scholarships have been offered to scholars selected from across the country through community
scholarship selection boards. The scholarship covers school fees, transport, books, pocket money, mentoring, psychosocial
support, and leadership development. Mastercard Foundation has been EGF’s anchor partner in supporting worthy
scholars lacking resources to carry their academic dreams forward since 2010. Other former and current partners include
USAID, UKAID, and the German Government through KfW. Graduates of Wings to Fly have an additional opportunity to
access financing from EGF to pursue technical courses at reputable TVET institutions across Kenya.

About Equity Group Foundation

Equity Group Foundation (EGF), the corporate implementing foundation of Equity Group Holdings Plc, has as its mission
to champion the transformation of lives and livelihoods for 100m people in Africa by 2024 through the design and
implementation of innovative programs that leverage Equity Group’s infrastructure and partnerships to create shared
value. Established in 2008 as the Group’s social engine, the Foundation delivers economic opportunities, capacity, tools,
and technologies that enable individuals and businesses to increase productivity, resilience and share in socio-economic
growth. EGF responds to the continuum of issues that challenge the socio-economic advancement of the people of Africa,
especially low-income individuals, and families. EGF’s Creating Shared Value [CSV] strategy provides social development
initiatives in Education and Leadership Development, Food and Agriculture, Health, Financial Inclusion and
Entrepreneurship Development, Energy and Environment and Social Protections for the most vulnerable citizens. EGF’s
programs are underpinned by technology, innovation, and synergy as a central means to launch, nurture, and scale up
Africa’s next generation of successful leaders and entrepreneurs delivered to all communities in which Equity has
operations.

Website Link - https://equitygroupholdings.com/
Flickr- https://www.flickr.com/photos/equitybank/
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